
Follows the journey of a young boy, Agu, who is forced to join a group of 
soldiers in a fic onal West African country. While Agu fears his command-
er and many of the men around him, his fledgling childhood has been bru-
tally sha ered by the war raging through his country, and he is at first 
torn between conflic ng revulsion and fascina on Depicts the mechanics 
of war and does not shy away from explicit, visceral detail, and paints a 
complex, difficult picture of Agu as a child soldier.  

Sam Childers (Gerard Butler), a former biker, de-
cides to go to East Africa to help repair homes destroyed by civil war. 
Transformed by the horrors he sees, Sam ignores the warnings of more 
experienced aide workers and breaks ground for an orphanage in the 
heart of territory controlled by a brutal renegade mili a. But establishing a 
shelter is not enough; determined to save as many lives as possible, Sam 
leads armed missions into enemy territory to rescue kidnapped children.  

Los Angeles columnist Steve Lopez (Robert Downey Jr.) has reached an impasse in 
his life. His marriage is on the rocks, and he's disillusioned with his job. Then, while 
wandering through L.A.'s Skid Row, he spots a homeless man (Jamie Foxx) playing a 
two-stringed violin with a virtuoso's skill. Lopez ini ally thinks of the man, named 
Nathaniel Ayers, as just a story idea. But as he begins to unravel the mystery of 
Ayers' strange fate, Lopez realizes that a change is happening within himself.  

Over the next few weeks, we are going to spend some time examining some 
social justice issues via films/documentaries.   You will be watching a film 
and a documentary and will be  asked to answer questions and reflect on 
what you view.   You will also spend a bit of time looking into the social justice issue on which the 
film/documentary  is based to see if it is accurately portrayed or if there is more to the story.  Final-
ly, you will choose one of the things you view and will do a short presentation to the class giving 
your thoughts about it (more to come about this).   Please note that you must view films/
documentaries ofntwo different social issues. 
 

CHOOSING WHAT TO WATCH 

We are going to spend a bit of time this class going over the possible choices—some are Holly-
wood films and some are documentaries.  You need to choose  one film and one documentary. In 
order to help you make your choice, we are going to view the trailer for each option. 



The story is inspired by true events.[2] The main 
character, James Stevens, a er losing his wife and 

daughter, is unable to hold a 
steady job and agrees to 
drive a box truck across the 
country with no ques ons 
asked, then discovers that 
he is actually "delivering" 
two girls as part of a human 
trafficking ring.[2][3] Stevens 
then must decide what to do 
and how to fight to shut 
down a trafficking ri  

Although the Civil Rights Act of 1964 legally desegregated the South, 
discrimina on was s ll rampant in certain areas, making it very diffi-
cult for blacks to register to vote. In 1965, an Alabama city became 
the ba leground in the fight for suffrage. Despite violent opposi-

on, Dr. Mar n Luther King Jr. (David Oyelowo) and his followers 
pressed forward on an epic march from Selma to Montgomery, and 
their efforts culminated in President Lyndon Johnson signing the 
Vo ng Rights Act of 1965.  

In Virginia, high school football is a way of life, an ins tu on revered, each game cele-
brated more lavishly than Christmas, each playoff dis nguished more grandly than any 
na onal holiday. And with such recogni on, comes powerful emo ons. In 1971 high 
school football was everything to the people of Alexandria. But when the local school 
board was forced to integrate an all black school with an all white school, the very foun-
da on of football's great tradi on was put to the test.  

A chronicle of Nelson Mandela's life journey from his 
childhood in a rural village through to his inaugura on 
as the first democra cally elected president of South 
Africa.  

Set against the backdrop of civil war and chaos in 1990's Sierra Leone, "Blood Diamond" is 
the story of Danny Archer--a South African mercenary--and Solomon Vandy--a Mende fish-
erman. Both men are African, but their histories as different as any can be, un l their fates 
become joined in a common quest to recover a rare pink diamond that can transform 
their lives.  

Please list your top 2 choices of  movies below: 

A)  

 

B)  

 



A sobering documentary showing 
teenage girls in the U.S. being vic-

ms of sexual assault by their male 
classmates/friends. It also covers 
the unfortunate trend that the sys-
tem tends to minimize or even dis-
miss these cases, resul ng in the 
vic mized girls not receiving jus ce. 
To make ma ers worse, these girls 
o en ended up ge ng bullied (both 
in school as well as online) for being 
rape vic ms.  

The Drop Box is a documentary about 
the work of Pastor Lee Jong-rak and his 
heroic efforts to embrace and protect 
his community’s most vulnerable chil-
dren. By installing a drop box outside 
his home, Pastor Lee provides a safe 
haven to babies who would otherwise 
be abandoned on the streets to die.  

A er the 
Taliban 
tries to kill 
her for 
speaking 
out on be-
half of girls' 
educa on, 
Pakistani 
teenager 
Malala 
Yousafzai 
emerges as 
a leading advocate for children's 
rights and the youngest-ever Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureate.  

As young children, Lyna and Glen were taken from their homes and placed in church
-run boarding schools. The trauma of this experience was made worse by years of 
untold physical, sexual and emo onal abuse, the effects of which persist in their 
adult lives. In this emo onal film, the profound impact of the Canadian govern-
ment’s residen al school system is conveyed unflinchingly through the eyes of two 
children who were forced to face hardships beyond their years. We Were Children 
gives voice to a na onal tragedy and demonstrates the incredible resilience of the 
human spirit  

T This is a 
story about 
clothing. 

It’s about the 
clothes we wear, 
the people who 
make them, and 
the impact the 
industry is having 
on our world. The 

price of clothing has been decreasing for decades, while the human 
and environmental costs have grown drama cally. The True Cost is a 
groundbreaking documentary film that pulls back the curtain on the 
untold story and asks us to consider, who really pays the price for our 
clothing?  

Five acclaimed photographers 
travel the world to provide 
detailed insight into the diffi-
cult condi ons faced by refu-
gees who dream of a be er 
life.  



Girl Rising is a revolu onary 
film that follows the life sto-
ries of nine girls from the 
developing world, who 
struggle every day for free-
dom, educa on and a voice 
in their home countries of 
Cambodia, Hai , Nepal, Ethi-
opia, India, Peru, Sierra Leo-
ne and Afghanistan.  

"Veil of Tears" is a docu-
mentary film that tells the 
untold story of millions of 
women in India who are 
culturally persecuted for 
no other reason than the 
fact that they are women. 
However, despite the cen-
turies of oppression, there 
are those who are reaching 
out and trying to change 
the culture towards wom-
en, from the inside out.  

Filmed on 
five con -
nents, in a 
dozen coun-
tries, Not 
My 
Life takes 
viewers into 
a world 
where millions of children are exploited, every day, 
through an astonishing array of prac ces including 
forced labor, domes c servitude, begging, sex tourism, 
sexual violence, and child soldiering.  

Blackfish is a docu-
mentary following 
the controversial 
cap vity of killer 
whales, and its dan-
gers for both hu-
mans and whales.  

In the cocoa planta ons 
of Ghana and the Ivory 
Coast, children aged 
from 7 to 15 years old, 
with the promise of paid 
work, they are forced 
into slave labour. Does 
the world know about 
the dark side of choco-
late?  

As daily airstrikes 
pound civilian tar-
gets in Syria, a group 
of indomitable first 
responders risk their 
lives to rescue vic-

ms from the rub-
ble.  

Please list your top 2 choices of  documentaries below: 

A)  

 

B)  

 


