
Perhaps the most important part of this course is the action plan.  What can 

you do to change the world?  Perhaps your little piece seems like nothing... 

...but in fact, each piece that you contribute adds to the millions of other 

pieces that people around the world are contributing. 

 

PART 1:  What is Your Passion? 

 
For this assignment to have meaning to you, it should concern an 

issue about which you feel passionate.  Possible general topics could include: 
   

 Child and youth issues 

 Women’s rights      

 Poverty 

 Aboriginal issues     

 Animal Rights 

 Or any other social justice issue    

 approved by the teacher 
 
 
 

PART 2:  Research Your Passion 
 

In order to develop an action plan, you need to spend some time learning about and understanding 

your chosen issue.  Sometimes we might think we “know” certain things about an issue, but we 

might be mistaken or under-informed.   This means research.   

 

You will need to visit FIVE different websites that relate to your topic.   

These should be good websites– organizations that are reputable, articles 

that have some length and depth.  An article with a few paragraphs or a 

website with mostly pictures is not sufficient.  

 

Take at least 3/4 of a page of notes for each website—make sure your 

notes are thorough—not just one word comments.   Focus on the key as-

pects of your topic.  What is happening?  Why?  For how long?  What is 

being done to address it?  Is it working?  If not, why not?  If so, why?  

Think about what key facts are needed about this topic. 

 

As you research, pay attention to facets of the topic that interest you, make you angry, inspire you.   

You may want to highlight these particular issues as you research so you find them easily when you 

go over your notes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Background refers to the history of the issue/challenge, including the cause and other individuals and programs that have 

tried to address it. If you are not familiar with the issue, this may take a little research on your part. However, based 

upon what you understand now, what is the history of this issue in the given context? 

Need has to do more with solutions to the issue or challenge. Essentially ask yourself: “What needs to happen to effectively 

address this issue?”  Brainstorm a list of actions that could help solve this problem.  

Constraints are those factors that are keeping you from addressing the challenge.  They might include lack of time, money, 

education about the issue, volunteers, etc.  Brainstorm a list of possible restrictions that you are aware of: 

Resources Available are those resources that are easily and readily available and accessible right now to address the issue. 

So, what are your available resources? 

Resources Needed are those resources that are not easily and readily available and accessible right now to address the 

challenge.  So, what resources do you need? 

Keep in mind that these are general topics and you will 

have to decide on a specific problem within the general 

topic to be addressed.  For example:  

 

: Topic—Bullying 

 

: Problem— Too many elementary students get bullied 

by their peers 

: Research—bullying web-

sites, statistics on bullying at 

the elementary level, why 

kids bully, what is bullying,  

what can be done about  

bullying, which methods 

have worked and which 

haven’t, what are the results 

of bullying, who bullies, who 

gets bullied……... 

 



What if I am trying to address a local issue??? 
 

Research can still be done.  You might need to plan to interview local people (homeless shelter, spca, 

businesses, police, newspaper, etc) to find out more about the situation.  Again, you will need to find 5 

sources for your research. 

 

PART 3:   Decide on the Problem You are Going to Tackle and Refine! 
 

With this project you are tackling  ONE justice issue you would like to see addressed; you cannot save 

the entire world (at least not yet !).  REFINE your topic.  Narrow it down.  Fo-

cus it.  Make it manageable.  Make it something that you can tackle before 

the end of the year. 

 

PART 4:    The Social Action Project 
 

1.    What is your goal with this action project?  What type of action do you 

want to take?  What is going to make your project effective? 

 How can we plan a campaign to raise awareness among young people in our community on the 

importance of voting? 

 What recommendations and actions would we make about how to improve the local creeks and walkways in our local parks?  

 How could we design a safe bicycle path for the local elementary school? 

 How can we raise awareness and support for children who live in orphanages? 

 How can we share the resources we have with others in another country that does not have clean drinking water? 

 How can we build a website to share information and opinions about what it is like for young people in hospitals who have a life-

threatening illness 

 

2. What are your constraints?  Constraints are those factors that are going to be obstacles or keep 

you from  completing your action plan.  They might include lack of time, money, education about the 

issue, volunteers, etc.    How can you get the resources you need? 

3. Figure out a way to keep yourself organized—  set up a timeline, keep a folder, ensure all group 

members know the plan, document your steps, etc.  

4. Walk out your project!  Make sure this is well-organized and well-planned.  If you try to do things 

in too much of a hurry, you may lose marks due to being unorganized.  

 

: Refining—Bullying should not be happening in the Elementary school at 

DCS either in the school or via social media. 



PART 6    Evaluate your plan upon completion– this is the personal reflection portion 

of the presentation below 
 

Once your project has been completed go back and evaluate and reflect on what happened.  Consider 

these questions: 

 Did your Social Action Project accomplish what you had hoped?  Why or why not? 

 How did the people benefiting from your Project feel about the outcomes? 

 Are your Team members happy with the outcomes of the Project? 

 How many people benefited from your Project and will the benefits continue and in-

crease? 

 What obstacles or challenges occurred and how did you overcome them? 

 In what ways did the Team learn more information about their Project and its effect on the community or 

the people they were trying to help? 

 What outcomes are the Team, the Team Members, and the Mentor most proud of? 

 What can you tell others who might want to conduct a Project like yours? 

 What is the most important thing you would like to tell others about your Social Action Project’s out-

come? 

 What were successful milestones and what could you have done differently? 

 

PART 7   Social Action Project Presentation 
 

In order to be evaluated on your project, you need to complete the following: 

A) Research  

B) Detailed explanation of action project—what did you do?  How did you go about doing it?  What 

plans did you make?   

C) Expo Project   

 1. personal reflection  - see Part 6  30% 

 2. visual presentation—see next page  70% 

 



Visual Presentation 
 Your presentation should tell the story and, most importantly, show the impact of your Project in a way that  

describes and documents the creation, conduct, and outcome of the Project.  

It should include an inspiring visual description of the Project, which could be in one or more of these for-

mats 

 A captivating video of the most compelling parts of the Project  (4-5 minutes) 

 A striking collection of photos, a photomontage, or other photographic display 

 A powerful PowerPoint presentation as a storyboard summary  (20-30 slides) 

 charts, graphs, photos, drawings, or other visual media 

 

Keep a record of the progress of your Project from start to finish – with video, photos, written notes, or other 

media – and use this documentation to create your presentation!  

 

Overall, your Action Plan is worth 20% of your final mark and is mandatory to your passing this 

course.  

 

 

 

 

 


